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[Abstract] Objective To compare 2-flap and Sommerlad in surgical repair of cleft palate. Methods 30
patients with cleft palate were equally divided into two groups. One group accepted sommerlad operation (9 unilateral
complete and 6 incomplete cases); the other group accepted 2-flap operation (10 unilateral complete and 5
incomplete cases). Results = Sommerlad operation lasted longer than 2-flap operation, but without statistical
significance (P>>0. 05). The two types operations produced similar functional recovery (P>>0. 05). The Sommerlad
operation had less intraoperation blood loss and left softer palate scars than the 2-flap operation (P <C0. 05).

Conclusion Sommerlad operation and 2-flap operation are both effective. Different methods should be considered

based on the abnormal situation of patients and the operation proficiency of the surgeons.
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Table 1 The operation time and blood loss of Sommerlad and 2-flap

operations
Operation time Intraoperative
" (min) bleeding (mL)
2-flap 15 58410.7 50.644.8
Sommerlad 15 50+9.3 30.743.7"

%* P<C0.05, vs. 2-flap
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Table 2 Functional recovery after Sommerlad and 2-flap operations

Soft palate Soft palate Velopharyngeal

n motion (case) scar (case) * sufficiency (case)

- + ++ +++ — + ++ +++ Yes No
2-flap 15 2 4 5 2 1 8 6 10 5
Sommerlad 15 1 5 6 4 6 3 3 12 3

* P<C0.05, 2-flap vs. Sommerlad
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